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Phosphate rock
reserves,
Country millions of tonnes
Morocco 5700
China 3 700
South Africa 1500
Jordan 1500
United States 1100
Brazil 260
Russia 200
Israel 180
Syria 100
Tunisia 100
Other countries 1 660
World total (rounded) 16 000
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 Johnston, A. E. and |. Steen, 2000. ‘Understanding Phos-
phorus and its use in agriculture’.

» Walker, Forbes. Assistant Professor, Plant and soil science.
‘Best management practices for Phosphorus in the envi-
ronment’.

* UNEP YEAR BOOK, 2011.

 Tirado, T. and M. Allsopp, June, 2012. Phosphorus in
agriculture, Problems and solutions. Green peace inter-
national.
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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's
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December 19th.—We spent the night
at Hetowara, our rest only disturbed by the
bellowing and trumpetings of the elephants,
and especially the distressing cries of the new
captive. The next morning (20th) we were ready
to start at daybreak, the King, Jang, and myself
heading the party, with about one hundred and
fifty other elephants following, carrying, some
of them, sirdars, &c, and many of them merely
carrying their mahauts. Jang proposed that he
would shoot at any male deer we should meet,
while | was to take the females, as he objected
to shooting the latter. The cortege followed the
course of the Rapti river westward for about a
mile, when we came to the point where the
Kara Naddi stream falls into the Rapti; crossing
the Kara Naddi, we struck off towards south into
the jungle in quest of game. The jungle here
consists of rather stunted sal trees, with semel
or cotton trees. The trees being all very close
together and each struggling towards the light,
their trunks have run up to a considerable height
before they give off their boughs, which
overhead form a very dense canopy of leaves,
and are an excellent protection from the sun.*
The grass, which in the rains grows luxuriantly
and to a great height, had been burnt at the
commencement of the cold weather ; the
ground, therefore, was blackish in colour and
open, many of the trunks seared, charred, and
some quite burnt and dead. Here and there a
trunk, uprooted or broken by storm, lying across
the road, gave a very gloomy character to the
landscape ; but, from the absence of grass, the
elephants were able to go on quickly and
without any difficulty or danger of falling into
holes or inequalities. The absence generally of
lower or horizontal boughs removed all
necessity for care for our own heads or howdahs.
The mahaut, however, always had his kukery

(* “ The vaulted arches beneath are filled with
thousands of high unbroken columns, which sustain
one vast and trembling canopy of leaves.” ....... 7 A
pleasing gloom and an imposing silence have their
interminable reign below, an outer and different
atmosphere seeming to rest on the cloud of foliage ;
while the light plays on the varying surface of the
tops, a sombre hue covers the earth.”—Cooper’s
“Description of American Forests.”)

ready to strike off any projecting bough or
creeper which came in the way, the elephants
them-selves also exhibiting wonderful skill in
removing all obstacles out of their own path.
We formed a long and tolerably regular line,
which marched steadily on in hopes of driving
any game before it. The King’s elephant was in
the centre, Jang’s on one flank, mine on the
other. We proceeded some miles, however,
without seeing a single head of game. The jungle
gradually changed, became more open, grassy,
and the trees better grown and branched.
Silence was throughout strictly enjoined by
Jang. Presently Jang sighted a female sambar
deer in advance of the line. Bringing up his
howdah close to mine, rifle in hand, he jumped
into my howdah, and without a word, but by
motion of his hand, signalling the line to halt,
he pointed out to the mahaut the deer’s
whereabouts, as | could not see her. So silent
was the party, and so carefully did my elephant
advance, that we came within forty yards of a
fine deer grazing, without her seeing us, in the
midst of some long grass. Jang handed me the
rifle, and | took a steady pot at the shoulder, but
did not make a very good shot, as | ought to have
killed her on the spot. However, she fell
wounded and struggling furiously. The dogs
were sent for ; there was a few minutes’ delay,
during which her struggles ceased, and all was
still. We thought her dead, as we could not see
her from the length of the grass. However, the
moment the dogs arrived, up she jumped and
went off, though not very fast. The dogs
followed close, each with his own man or keeper
on foot. We soon lost sight of thorn owing to the
length of the grass and the thickness of the
jungle; but for some time we could hear the
shouts of the men and the barking of the dogs.
This deer was shot through the chest, and
managed to keep ahead of the dogs all the day.
She ran towards Hetowara by a circuit of some
miles, the men and dogs all on her track, which
they never lost through the thickest jungle.
Towards sunset she became quite exhausted,
and the dogs coming up, she was dispatched
and skinned, and the meat sent off to our camp,
where it arrived about midnight, and was rather
acceptable to all, as our supplies were always

difficult to obtain. (To be continued) <
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