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Henry Ambrose Oldfield's

EfliCHESIER® MINITRATR

WA Do

As we were getting rather tired of
waiting, we heard the distant rattle of
musketry up the valley, the echo reverberating
from side to side. There was an instant
exclamation of delight, as this firing showed
the elephants were approaching. It proceeded
from parties of sepoys stationed at various
points in the jungle wherever there was a path
which seemed likely to afford a line of retreat
or escape to elephants. They were
accompanied by numbers of villagers and
others with sticks and stones, which they
rattled so as to increase the noise whenever
the elephants came near. The sepoys were
ordered always to reserve their fire till the
elephant was close on them, then to fire blank
cartridge in a volley in his face ; at the same
time the stones and sticks were rattled and
knocked together so as to add to the noise.
This was always sufficient ; and the elephant
retreated, generally much faster than he had
come. At every turn, on either side, whenever
they attempted to quit the valley and get into
the jungle, a volley of musketry met them and
frightened them back, at the same time that a
crowd of tame elephants, with an army of
beaters, &c, were driving them on from behind.
Thus their only course was forward, along the
course of the valley towards our stockade. As
they came nearer and nearer the reports of
musketry became more frequent ; sometimes
on one side, sometimes on another. Then all
was silent for some time, when musketry was
heard again, but unfortunately in the distance
; the elephants had evidently doubled back.
The excitement now became very great.
Presently the reports were again heard coming
nearer and nearer, and more frequent ; still
nothing was seen. At last, after one very near
report, a cloud of white smoke rising from the
jungle about a mile from us showed us the exact
whereabouts of the herd; they had charged in
that spot and been met by a volley. Another
report and another in rapid succession, each
accompanied, or rather preceded, by a cloud
of white smoke. Then silence for a few

minutes. Suddenly a succession of rapid
discharges of musketry on the opposite side of
the valley, but still among the jungle, showed
that the elephants were trying to force their
way in that direction. They were, however, so
steadily met by the sepoys, who never flinched,
that they were always driven back. Still
nothing, save the clouds of white smoke rising
from different spots on the hill-sides, could be
seen. Presently the discharges became more
frequent and much nearer, and at last a white
column of smoke was seen to emerge from the
trees, only about half a mile from us, close to
the point where the valley opened out to our
view. We knew that the herd must be at that
point. As the beaters came on behind them,
we could now distinguish the distant voices
and shouting of the men ; discharge rapidly
succeeded discharge. Suddenly all was silence
again, and we shortly heard the firing again,
but at some distance; the elephants had
evidently made good a charge and broken
through the line of beaters. Presently,
however, the smoke, the rapid firing, and the
shout of the beaters showed us again that the
herd was approaching, and ere long, at the edge
of the jungle, half hidden by the bushes, we
descried the head and neck of an elephant
peering round to see if the ground were clear
for her to emerge into the open. Apparently
satisfied by seeing no one in front, and hearing
the firing, &c. behind, she came out, followed
by a young one ; then another female with her
young one ; then two or three more, following
each other at short intervals, each one always
stopping a little to reconnoitre before she left
the protection of the jungle. On they came in
single file at a good trot across the open ground
on the side of the stream, which latter they
forded two or three times, the young ones
cantering on by their mothers’ sides. They
passed close under the hill where we all were,
evidently not aware of our presence, as we
kept strict silence. On seeing the stockade
stopping their further progress, they were at
fault. Collected together, apparently to
deliberate, and then following the largest, they
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turned and tried to enter the woods on the hill
opposite to us by a pathway which led into the
jungle. They were, however, all of a sudden,
on nearing it, assailed with such a discharge of
musketry from men concealed there that they
again recoiled into the open ground ; they then
turned, with a view of returning again to the
jungle they had first quitted ; but at this
moment from it emerged a large party of tame
elephants, with two large “ must “ ones
accompanying them. In all directions the firing
continued, closing gradually in on them, so as
to confuse and frighten them still more. In a
minute the tame elephants, each with two
mahauts on it, were mixed up in a mass with
the wild ones, firing and shouting going on all
the time. The hustling and pushing were
tremendous, and it was impossible to make
out the exact mode of throwing the lasso, or,
in fact, often to distinguish the tame from the
wild ones. All of a sudden a wild one burst from
the crowd. We thought it had escaped, but
we’re delighted at seeing that the lasso was
fixed round her neck, and two large elephants
were in close attendance upon her ; they were
evidently letting her tire herself by running and
pulling against the ropes, as an angler lets a
large fish play and run off with the line before
he attempts to land him.

Out came presently another wild one,
similarly accompanied, from the confused
mass, in which elephants wild and tame—
mahauts hopping about like mad monkeys on
their backs and vociferating violently as they
were hurling ropes and picking them up again—
were all blended together in the centre; while
in a sort of outer ring were the two large “must”
elephants standing as still as possible,
stationed at points to cut off all retreat into
the jungle in case a wild one should succeed in
detaching herself from the mob. This
elephantine mass kept swaying backwards and
forwards till they came close on the edge of
the river, where, overhung by precipitous rock,
it was very deep. In rushed the wild ones
closely pursued and accompanied by the tame
ones, as well as by their own young ones. The
water was soon over their heads, but still the
scrimmaging went on; the mahauts clung, like
leeches, with wonderful tenacity to their
elephants, as the water deepened each mahaut
raising himself into a standing position on the

elephant’s back ; so that as the elephant swam
along you could see the tip of his trunk only
above the water, and about a yard behind it the
black head and shoulders of the mahaut, all of
whom, partly by treading, partly by swimming,
managed to keep to their own elephants.
There must have been altogether
about twenty elephants in the water together,
all pushing, wallowing, fighting, trumpeting,
rolling like a party of hippopotami having a
frolic, and the little mahauts popping up and
down here and there among them, busy in
taking advantage of the confusion to secure
the ropes round the wild ones’ necks. After a
few minutes in the water, the wild ones,
probably finding themselves fatigued by the
struggle, made a rush towards the shore,
hoping to gain the jungle again. But it was too
late. During the melee the mahauts had
managed to secure the lasso round the neck of
every one of the wild elephants, seven in all ;
so that there was no chance of escape.
However, the knot in the lasso of one of them
had unfortunately in some way got wrong and
become a mere noose or running knot. As the
elephant plunged violently on reaching the
shore, the mahauts, unaware of this, gave her
head, with a view of letting her run a little and
so tire herself out. She suddenly stopped,
staggered for a moment, and falling heavily
forward, rolled over on her side quite dead.
The noose had evidently suddenly tightened
during her struggles, and she was strangled.
Seeing what had happened, the mahauts
instantly cut the rope ; but it was too late, she
was quite dead. It was a great pity, as she was
the finest elephant of the batch. She had a
young one with her, a few months old, and
about as large as a small heifer. This young one,
despite the confusion and noise around it,
would not abandon its mother ; but, uttering
moans and whines, kept trying to coax her to
rise, lifting up her trunk, stroking her about the
head, pushing her gently, and whenever any
of the tame elephants were brought up to the
spot the little thing charged them with the
greatest fury. It was curious to see the quiet
way in which its charges were received by the
tame ones, who, with their trunks, gently put
the youngster aside, taking no more notice of
her than a mastiff or a bloodhound would of a

lap-dog’s puppy. (To be continued) <&
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