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CHAPTER XXVI...

FATEOF THE PRISONNERS

After considerable delay, which obliged the
Darbar to extend their period of one to a period of
two months, for the question to be settled in, the
British Government at last consented to take charge
of the prisoners by confining them at Allahabad for
five years, the Government promising to take every
precaution for their security, but at the same time
stating clearly that they would not be responsible
that they did not escape. One rupee a day was fixed
on as subsistence allowance for each of the three
prisoners, and one rupee for the servants, five of
whom were allowed to accompany them from Nipal,
on condition of their sharing their imprisonment,
as they could not be allowed to go outside the fort.
All necessary clothing to be sent from Nipal. These
expenses, and the pay of a sergeant to look after
the prisoners, the Darbar agreed to defray. The
prisoners left Kathmandu for the plains on the 24th
of June 1851, under the custody of a captain and
fifty sepoys. In consequence of its being the season
when the ordinary road through the Terai was
closed, from the prevalence of the “awal” fever, the
party, after arriving at Sisaghari, did not descend
into the valley of the Rapti river, but following a
footpath over a spur at the back of the Phulchoak
mountain, descended towards Makwanpur, where
they slept, and whence on the following clay they
were all carried by a dak of elephants to Bissaulia,
thus running through the malarious district in one
day. By adopting these precautions not a single man
of the whole party contracted the fever. The same
course, and with the same impunity, was followed,
in the ensuing August, with a Mussulman native
doctor attached to the Residency, and who, in
consequence of an offence against the Nipalese laws
of caste, was sent as a prisoner to the plains in the
height of the most unhealthy season of the year.

In consequence of the manner in which the
conspiracy had been revealed, before the time had
arrived for its actual execution, no other Sardars
were proved to have been implicated in it; though
there can be little doubt that, had the plot been
allowed to proceed a little further before it was
detected, and especially had it at its outbreak been
successful in destroying Jang, a numerous party
among the Sardars and in the army, would have
been found more or less involved in it. Such a plot
would never have been so nearly matured, had not

the ringleaders of it felt that there was a large party
in the state ready to support them when the
moment for action should arrive. Besides those who
felt a personal dislike of the Minister, who were
jealous at his success and envious of his power, there
were very many unsuccessful candidates for office
in the state or in the army, very many disappointed
and unprincipled political adventurers, who would
have been only too glad to assist in bringing about
any revolution, from the hope that they should be
able in some way to benefit themselves during the
confusion and disturbances with which it would
necessarily be attended. Such men as these eagerly
availed themselves of the statements made by Kaji
Karbar Khatri, that Jang had lost his caste while in
England, to enlist into a crusade against the Minister
numbers of bigoted Hindus who were greatly
scandalised at the reports that Jang, by his free
intercourse with Europeans and his adoption of
many of their practices, had disregarded prejudices
and violated laws which were always looked upon
in Nipal as peculiarly sacred. Many did not scruple
to insinuate that he had sold himself to the hated
Firanghi: and that in order to increase his own power
and strengthen his own position he was under a
secret understanding with the British, which would
probably at some future, and perhaps at no very
remote, period, endanger the liberty and
independence of the country.

EXTENT OF THE PLOT

Jang told Mr. Erskine (the Resident) that the
dis- affection was not general in the army. Among
those who were opposed to him, several had told
the conspirators, when they urged them to join in
the plot, that they were afraid of the Minister, and
that they would do nothing until they saw Jang’s
head severed from his body. It was in consequence
of this feeling that Badrinar Singh, who always took
up every matter with his whole soul, had proposed
that in the event of Jang being shot his head should
be at once cut off, and he promised that he himself
would carry the head in his own hands and exhibit
it to the assembled troops on the Tandikhel, as “the
head of a traitor.” From this we may infer that, at
first, the conspirators intended only to subvert
Jang’s government, but that, finding they could do
nothing with the army as long as he was alive, they
plotted afterwards to take his life also.

Men influenced more or less by some or
all of these feelings must have formed a large and
influential party in the country. Such a party in the
Darbar was known to have existed for some time,
and to have been under the guidance of General Jai
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Bahadur* as its leader. This faction, with Jai Bahadur
at its head, was well known, even while Jang was in
England, to be anxious to embarrass, even if they
should not succeed in upsetting, the government
of the Minister. General Badrinar Singh was induced
to join this party in their intrigues against the
Minister, in consequence of a disgraceful expose
having just taken place, in which he was detected
by Jang (immediately after his return to Nipal) in
taking a bribe of twelve thousand rupees to obtain
the restoration to office of a subah in the Terai, who
for peculation had been removed from his
appointment by Jang, just before his departure for
England. During Jang’s absence in England, Badrinar
Singh was “Superintendent of all the Civil Courts,”
and in that capacity was peculiarly open to offers of
bribery and corruption. The Mahila Sahib, a weak
young man, was easily persuaded to fall into the
schemes of the conspirators, who flattered his
vanity by holding out to him visions of superseding
his brother on the throne, and excited his animosity
personally against Jang by making him discontented
with the annual allowance which the Minister had
assigned to him for his maintenance. There is reason
also to believe that some jealousy of a bitter and
domestic nature had been excited in his mind by
his learning that, during the Minister’s absence in
England, he had on two or three occasions sent
private and confidential letters to one of the Prince’s
wives.

PUNISHMENT OF KARBAR KHATRI

The Prince and the two Generals were the
only Sardars who were proved to be concerned in
the plot; there was no reason to believe that Kaji
Karbar Khatri knew anything of the plans of the
conspirators. He had been taken to England by Jang,
because he was looked upon as a dangerous and
disaffected intriguer; he owed no goodwill to the
Minister, in consequence of having been accused by
him of having helped himself to a large amount of
property out of the King’s toshakhana, two or three
years before, when he had charge of it; and he had
gratified his spite, on returning to Nipal, by informing
those who he knew were most hostile to Jang, that
the Minister when in England had lost his caste in
various ways, among other instances by eating meat
and drinking wine with Europeans. He had been
guilty of gross and malicious perjury, but had no
share in the counsels of the conspirators, who had
merely used him as a tool, on whose evidence they
could found their charges against the Minister. On
the day when the prisoners were arrested he was
confronted with them, and on being unable to
substantiate his assertions, he was subjected, as a
punishment, to a disgusting degradation from the
hands of two drummers of low caste, and in the

*Jai Bahadur was “Superintendent of Changra Duties
“during Jang’s visit to England.

presence of a large assembly of spectators, by which
his honour and dignity were outraged and his own
caste destroyed. He was confined to his own house
for a year, but no other punishment was inflicted
upon him.** At the end of the year, by the order of
the King, who is supreme in such matters, he was
forgiven, his caste restored to him, and he was
allowed again to appear in public.

This affair of the conspiracy having been
settled, and the prisoners removed to the plains,
the Minister employed himself seriously in revising
and mitigating the extreme severity of the Penal
Code. Capital punishment was abolished for all
offences except murder. Mutilation was also
abolished as a common punishment, and the power
of employing it reserved only for special and
extraordinary cases. He could not interfere, however,
to suppress the practice of satti, except by
discouraging it whenever he had an opportunity of
doing so; nor could he venture to oppose the
prejudices of the military classes by depriving a
husband, whose honour had been aggrieved, of the
right of summary revenge on the person of his wife’s
seducer.

In July 1851 the King suddenly professed
an extreme anxiety to retire into private life, by
abdicating the throne in favour of his only son, a
child of three years of age. The only reason he
assigned for this desire was his grief at the death
of his Queen, nine months before. There is reason,
however, to believe that he was disgusted by the
constant surveillance which it was considered
necessary to exercise over him, especially on
occasions of his going about the valley, to
Pashpattinath, Shambhunath, and elsewhere. On
these occasions he wished to go in private and
unattended, or with only one or two of his own
picked attendants. It was not deemed prudent to
indulge him in this fancy, as it was believed that
there’ only too many Sardars who would have been
ready to avail themselves of these opportunities
of secret interviews with the King, and that they
might easily work on his weak and excitable mind
and betray him into acts of violence or treachery.
To obviate this, Jang had insisted on the King’s
never appearing in public without being attended
by a suitable retinue, many or most of whom were
of course trustworthy agents and allies of the
Minister.

** This punishment was strictly in accordance with the
principles of Nipalese law by which, when possible in
criminal cases, punishment is inflicted on the offending
organ. As in a case of perjury his tongue was the
offending member, and the punishment accordingly was
inflicted upon his mouth. In 1852 a man who had been
guilty of malicious slander against the Minister had his
tongue, as the offending organ, cut out before the

assembled troops. (Tobe continued)@
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