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Q© aY DI Dol TFATCTo8

TEt T7t GaER! TIET FereY [REUE © o fafwe Qv et (3% @9 9590 T fem R0we) afva
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7| 8] 9]10|11|12|13]a|5|6|7|8[9[10]a[5[6[7|8]|9|10]8]9]10]11]12]13]14
14[15]16]17{18[19|20[11]12{13[ 14| 15| 16| 17| 11| 12] 13| 14[ 15| 16| 17] 15| 16| 17] 18] 19] 20| 21
21(22|23| 24| 25(26(27] 18| 19] 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 18[ 19| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24 22| 23] 24| 25| 26| 27| 28
28|29{30{31 25|26|27|28 25|26|27|28[29[30[31]29|30
May June July August
s{m{t|w|T|{F[s]|s|m|[T{w[T]F]|s]s[m|[T|w|[T|[F|[s|s|m|[T|{w[T]|F]s
1{2[3]4 1{2f1]2]3]4a[5]6 1[2[3]4
6|7|8[910|11]|12]3[a|5]|6]|7[8|9]|8]9|10][11]12]13[14]5[6]|7]8]09[10/n1
13(14]15]16|17[18[19] 10| 11{12[13| 14| 15| 16]15| 16| 17| 18[ 19| 20| 21]| 12| 13[ 14| 15| 16| 17|18
20{21|22|23]|24|25[26| 17| 18| 19| 20{ 21| 22| 23] 22( 23| 24| 25| 26| 27| 28| 19]| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25
27(28/29]30|31 24|25(26| 27| 28] 29[30{29|30|31 26|27(28)29]30{31
September October November December
s{m[r|w|t{F[s]s|m|[r{w|[r]F]s]s[m|[r|w|r|{F|s]s|m|[T|{w|[T]F]s
1{2[3|4a]s5]s 123
3|a|s|6|7|8]7[8|9]10|11]|12{13)a]|5]6]|7[8|9]10]2]{3[a]|5]6][7]8
10| 11]12]13{14[15| 14| 15| 16{17{18| 19| 20| 11[ 12| 13| 14| 15| 16{ 17| 9 | 10]11[12[ 13 14|15
16(17| 18] 19| 20{ 21| 22| 21| 22| 23| 24| 25| 26| 27| 18| 19]| 20| 21| 22| 23| 24] 16| 17[ 18| 19] 20| 21| 22
23(24 25| 26| 27| 28| 29| 28] 29| 3031 25|26(27|28|29(30| |23|24]|25[26[27]28]29
30 30{31

g : Mirror, April, 1984
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CHAPTER XXVI

1848. — In April letters were intercepted
from Chautria Guru Parsad, then at Benares,
instigating certain parties in Nipal to assassinate,
under promise of reward, Jang Bahadur, and also
the Raj Guru Bijai Raj Pandit.

In May, when it became probable that
there would be a second war in the Punjab, Jang
Bahadur volunteered the services of eight
regiments, under his own personal command, to
assist the British in the approaching campaign. The
offer was renewed in October, but in each case was
declined with suitable acknowledgments.

In making this offer it is impossible to
suppose that the Minister was influenced by any
sincere or active desire to see the British power
increased in the north-west. He probably thought
it a good opportunity to bring his name personally
before the British Government under favourable
circumstances, and that, in making an offer which
he must have known would be refused, he should
get the credit with the British Government of at least
friendly intentions, and naturally hoped that in this
way he might win the support of the British
Government, and by being looked upon as their
friend he might strengthen his own position in the
Nipalese Darbar. It is probable also that, although
the mission to England was not then talked of
publicly, it was privately in contemplation at that
time, and that Jang thought that the offer of his and
his army’s services would ensure his receiving a
cordial and flattering welcome on his arrival in
England.

A SHOOTING EXCURSION

In December the senior Rani presented the
King with a second son. At the close of the month
(22nd), the King, Minister, and principal Sardars,
accompanied by twelve or thirteen regiments, each
six hundred strong, and by forty-one guns, started
for the Terai, professedly on a shooting excursion.
After reaching Bissaulia, they turned to the east
along the skirts of the forest, in quest of game. Fever,
however, (from which the Minister himself suffered

severely,) broke out among the troops; several
deaths occurred; sport was scarce; the party became
disgusted and discouraged, and in the beginning of
January the camp broke up and returned to
Kathmandu.

The unexpected approach of so large a body
of troops and guns to the British frontier at this
critical time, when the news of the disastrous affair
of Ramnugar had just been received, caused
considerable sensation throughout the whole of
India. It was generally believed that this was a
preconcerted movement on the part of the Nipalese,
with a view to create a diversion in favour of the
Sikhs, by obliging the Indian Government to collect
a force on the Nipalese frontier, and so preventing
their sending up additional troops towards the
Panjab. With whatever object the expedition was
made, there is no doubt it had this effect for a short
time and to a limited extent. Strong remonstrances
to the Darbar were emphatically and immediately
made by the Governor-General as to the impropriety
of so large a force remaining at this juncture in the
Terai; these remonstrances, added to the sickness
which prevailed in the camp, certainly accelerated
the return of the King and party to Kathmandu.

Colonel Thoresby, then Resident, always
maintained that it was a purely hunting expedition,
and that the presence of so large a body of troops
was from a desire partly to add to the splendour of
the royal cortege, but chiefly because, in the then
unsettled state of Nipalese politics and parties, the
Minister was afraid to leave them behind him for
fear of treachery, and a counter revolution against
himself and party during his absence in the Terai. It
is impossible for us now to account with any
certainty for the motives by which the Minister was
actuated.

The reasons assigned by Colonel Thoresby
are probably true, but in addition to them it is highly
probable, and quite consistent with the wily
character of the Gorkhas, that though the Minister
and Darbar had no wish to assist the Sikhs openly,
yet they thought that by making this hostile
demonstration, under pretence of shooting, at this
critical time, they should, by exciting alarm among
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the British, increase their own prestige throughout
India, place themselves on a vantage ground in case
of any subsequent differences or discussions
between the British and the Nipalese Governments,
and, above all, by adding to the belief in the power
and resources of Nipal, should ensure a more
favourable reception for the Minister when he
should make his contemplated visit to England.
ESCAPE OF THE RANI OF LAHORE

1849. — In April, the ex-Rani, Chanda
Kunwar of Labor, having escaped from the fortress
of Chunar, where she had been confined since the
conclusion of the Panjab war, unexpectedly
arrived in Nipal. At Chunar she substituted a
female slave for herself, in the place where she
was supposed to be, and escaped without
difficulty. She was not missed for several days.
Meantime, she went down the river to Patna in a
boat; thence, sometimes on foot, sometimes
riding a hired tattoo, or carried in a hired clooly,
she made her way, without molestation or
suspicion, through the country until she reached
the frontier of Nipal. She passed herself off
everywhere as a “Bairagini,” or female Gusain, in
progress to join her husband Gusain, who was ill
in Nipal. She was accompanied by no females, but
merely by two Panjabi male servants.

Once within the territory of Nipal she was
of course safe from pursuit. Her escape from
Chunar and coming on to Nipal was known to no
one here until she sent word on from Hetowara,
stating who she was, and asking for a hospitable
reception. A day or two afterwards, the 29th of
April, she arrived at Kathmandu. She was knocked
up by fatigue, but escaped the “awal.”

The Darbar appeared somewhat
embarrassed by her presence, but at once said that
they could not incur the odium of a breach of
hospitality by surrendering her to the British
authorities as a prisoner. They promised, however,
that she should be vigilantly watched, and should
have a guard constantly about her to prevent her
escaping or carrying on any clandestine intrigues.
A house within Jang’s own garden was assigned to
her to live in, and an allowance of about C. R. 800
a month given to her, besides grain for her
household, which was subsequently arranged to
con- sist of two Panjabi women, four Panjabi men,
and two Gorkhali women, supplied by the Darbar

to be constantly about her person. About a year
after her arrival in Nipal, the King was anxious that
she should appear in open Darbar to thank him
for his hospitality; he was, however, dissuaded
from the project by the advice of the Resident. On
occasion of pro- posing it, Bam Bahadur (then
officiating as Minister) said that neither custom of
her caste nor family usage need prevent her,
although a Hindu, from appearing in public.
JANG BAHADUR'S MISSION

In the autumn of 1849 it was finally
arranged that a mission, headed by Jang Bahadur,
should be sent to England, “to carry the King’s
respects and assurances of friendship to the
Queen; to see the greatness and prosperity of the
country, and the state of the people; and to
ascertain how far the application of the arts and
sciences was available to the comforts and
conveniences of life.” As Hindus they did not
appear to consider that their caste was anyway
endangered by the voyage; they said that they
could as easily be purified at Benares on their
return from England as those always are who come
back from the embassies which are periodically sent
to China.

On the 3rd of November Dr. Login left
Nipal for the plains; he reached Sigauli in thirty
hours, having gone partly on pony, mostly on foot;
he escaped the awal, but died, after a few hours’
illness, of cholera at Dinapore.

Towards the close of the year, some
disturbances having occurred (about Drs. Campbell
and Hooker) in Sikhim, the Darbar at once offered
the assistance and services of their local troops on
the Sikhim frontier. Near the frontier are three small
forts, Ilamgarh, Dubagarh, and Dhunkota, attached
to each of which is a small body of Kiranti and
Limbu local troops, in all about seven hundred. The
offer of the Darbar was politely declined.

(About this time Grulab Singh of Kashmir
wished to obtain a number of Hindu idols from
Nipal. Colonel Thoresby says the best can be
procured from Jaipur, which is celebrated for its
supply of marble idols which it sends to all parts
of India. In Nipal the idols are carved out of
common sandstone, and are mostly only in relief.
They are only made to order, no supplies of them
being kept on hand for sale.)

(To be continued) @
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