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CHAPTER XXV.....

THE RANI'S INTRIGUES

The Queen and party arrived safely at
Benares, and the King, having completed his
pilgrimage and paid the usual devotions and
customary fees at the shrines of the Holy City, it
was expected that he would have returned to Nipal
immediately. After some delay, he quitted Benares,
leaving the Queen and her two sons behind him.
He was accompanied as far as Govindganj, where
he dismissed them, by a large number of the
malcontent exiles, among whom were Guru Parsad
Chautria and Guru Rangunath Pandit.

The King arrived at Sugauli on the 25th of
March, and for some time seemed uncertain as to
whether or not he should return to Nipal. He
continued to correspond with the Rani at Benares,
who through Guru Parsad’s agency easily gained
him over to her views, and engaged him in a plot
to reintroduce the exiles and refugees, who were
to murder Jang and upset his government, as a
necessary preliminary for her own return to Nipal
in company with the King, whom she was most
anxious to join at Sugauli. Several letters were sent
by the Heir Apparent and his brother, as well as by
Jang, endeavouring to persuade the King to return
at once to Kathmandu; but they clearly told him
that, after what had passed, it was quite impossible
that the Rani should be allowed to re-enter Nipal,
and that when he returned to his capital he must
leave her behind him in the plains. He was informed
also that it had been intimated to the troops that
as long as the King was absent from the country
no orders could be received from him, but that the
Heir Apparent must be looked on as sole and
supreme authority. Nothing, however, seemed able
to make him break away from the influence which
the Rani and her able and intriguing partisans had
established over him. He tried at one time
tampering with the troops and conspiring against
Jang’s life; at another, letters full of flattery,
cajolery, and false pro- mises to his sons as well as
to the very Minister whose life he wished to take,
and whose government he was plotting to subvert.

THE KING DEPOSED

Time passed on in these unsatisfactory
negotiations, till at length, on the 12th of May, two
men were arrested, having in their possession a
document which they had received from Chautria
Guru Parsad and Kaji Jagat Bam Pandi, signed and
sealed by the King, and calling upon his “ eight
thousand troops and fifty- six lakhs of subjects “ to
seize or kill the Minister and all connected with him.
This brought matters to a crisis. All the troops were
assembled, and the King’s orders read to them by
Jang, who told them “ that most of them were
acquainted with the merits of the late events, that
they had now received orders direct from the King,
and that he himself was Minister and stood before
them, and they could do to him as they thought
proper.” The troops, however, refused to recognise
the validity of the order, and demanded for the safety
of the country that the Heir Apparent should be
placed on the throne. The Prince was accordingly, on
the 12th day of May 1847, proclaimed King, with the
usual forms and amidst general acclamation. In the
proclamation it was stated that “the Maharajah Raj
Indra Bikram Sah having taken up his residence
abroad, and also having exhibited, by the
inconsistency of his conduct on various occasions,
decided symptoms of insanity, which rendered it
impossible that confidence could any longer be placed
in him, he was to be considered as having abdicated
the throne, and his son, Surindra Bikram Sah had
accordingly succeeded him as Ruler of Nipal.” A letter
to this effect, entering fully into the reasons which
induced them to place the HeirApparent on the
throne, signed by three hundred and seventy Sardars,
Kajis, military officers of different grades, and all the
servants of the Government present in the capital,
was sent to the King at Sugauli. In the course of it
they say — “Your Highness, uniting with the Kala
Pandis, caused General Bhim Sen Thappa to be
murdered; then joining the party of the Thappas, you
had the Pandis put to death. Afterwards in
conjunction with the Hani, you caused the death of
Martabar Singh ; again, contrary to all precedent in
your dynasty of fourteen generations, you gave
absolute power to the Maharani, and so caused the
massacre at the Kot ; and now, lastly, you are sending
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orders for the murder of the present Minister, for no
offence whatever.”

It was not intended to exclude the King
from the country, should he wish to return, but it
was quite determined that he should have no share
in the ad- ministration of affairs, nor possess any
public authority. He was offered a, handsome
allowance if he preferred remaining in the plains to
returning to Nipal. No commotion was excited by
these events. The country was tired of party quarrels
and of palace intrigues ; they had had more than
enough of massacres and revolutions ; and they
welcomed this as a final settlement which they
hoped would secure to them the blessings of an
undisputed succession to the throne, and a firm
administration of the affairs of the State.
MOVEMENTS OF EX-KING

On hearing of what had occurred at
Kathmandu, most of the Sardars and others in
attendance on the King at Sugauli, left him and
returned to Nipal, some with, some without, his
permission. Numbers of the exiles collected in the
neighbourhood of Bettiah, under the lead of
Rangunath Pandi, and in communication with the
ex-King, and with his sanction continued their plots
against the life of Jang Bahadur.

Some parties of these exiles, taking
advantage of their situation as refugees within the
British territories, having made preparations
apparently to annoy, if not to plunder, the Nipalese
Terai, a regiment of four hundred men, under Captain
Sanak Singh, were sent down from the capital to
attack the marauders and defend the frontier. But
it having been ascertained that, instead of a mere
plundering party, Guru Parsad Chautria and Jagat
Bam Pandi had collected a large force of men of all
sorts, four more regiments, under General Bam
Bahadur, and accompanied by the second prince
(Mahila Sahib), left Kathmandu on the 26th of July
for the Terai, to be near at hand in case of need. It
soon appeared that Guru Rangunath Pandi had come
over from Benares with messages from the Queen,
and had entirely gained over the King and persuaded
him to join the rebel camp, and that the ex-King had
suddenly left Sugauli on the 23rd and gone to Alu
in the Nipal Terai, where Guru Parsad and his men
were encamped. Rangunath himself, to be out of
harm’s way, returned to Benares after the ex-King’s
departure for the frontier. The King had evidently
been misled most grossly as to the support he was
likely to receive in thus entering his country again

at the head of an armed force. He expected that the
troops would flock to his standard from all quarters,
and that he should return to Nipal in triumph.

On the 26th of July, Captain Sanak Singh with
his regiment, about four hundred strong, reached
Simra Bara, and the next day marched to Bissaulia,
where he heard that the ex-King was encamped at
the village of Alu with fifteen hundred or sixteen
hundred men of all sorts. On the night of the 27th he
marched towards Alu or Ulu, and reached it at 3 a.m.
of the 28th. He immediately commenced an attack
upon it, the ex-King having his quarters in a kutcherry
in the village. In consequence of the darkness,
considerable confusion prevailed on both sides; little
opposition was made; the assailants pressed on,
killing all who came in their way, and soon made a
prisoner of the ex-King. On the King’s side between
fifty and sixty were killed; among them was the
maternal uncle of the King. Guru Parsad, Bir Bikram
Sah, and Jagat Bam Pandi, with many other exiles,
basely fled at the commencement of the action,
crossed the frontier, and escaped towards Benares.
On the side of the assailants none were killed, and
only live or six wounded.

The ex-King was conducted as a State
prisoner to Makwanpur and thence via Sisaghari to
Thankot. He entered the capital on the 8th of August
under a royal salute, was received with every
attention and respect, and then sent on to
Bhatgaon, where arrangements for his future
residence in the old Darbar, as a retired sovereign
under surveillance, had been made. No kind of
sympathy was shown to him by the people or army
in any part of his journey through the country since
he crossed the frontier, and he bitterly accused the
leading exiles in the plains for the gross manner in
which they had deceived him as to the public feeling
in his favour.

The ex-King professed to acquiesce entirely
in all the arrangements which had been made during
his absence for the government of the country.
Shortly after his return, however, he was detected
tampering with some of those who were allowed
to visit him, and he was accordingly placed under
stricter surveillance, but he still continued to reside
at Bhatgaon. The public tranquillity was not again
disturbed; the new King was recognised as such by
the British Government, and his position was much
strengthened by a son and heir being born to him
on the 30th of November 1847.

(To be continued) @
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