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CHAPTERXXV.

Blood having thus been shed, the fierce
passions of those present were excited beyond all
control. Everyone distrusted his neighbour, and,
in self-defence, all who had arms drew them and
prepared, if necessary, to sell their lives as dearly
as possible. The confusion was extreme in the
small, low, and badly lighted apartments and
passages of the building. In an instant swords were
used, more blood was shed, and a promiscuous
melee ensued, which, as a large number of the
assembly were unarmed, soon became a slaughter
rather than a fight. A party of Jang’s followers and
personal attendants, armed with double barrelled
guns, forced their way into the building,
determined to defend their master and his brothers
to the last. Round them those of the Thappa party
rallied, and, with Jang at their head, commenced
firing on all who seemed opposed to them. It was
a moment when Jang felt that all who were not
friends to him must be enemies, and all present
who were not members of, or known to be attached
to, his party were ruthlessly shot or cut down.
Some were saved by Jang’s brothers, who put them
out of the Kot by a small doorway at its back.
SUBSEQUENT SLAUGHTERS

As soon as the death of Abhiman Rana
was known, his troops and followers, in alarm, fled;
so that Jang’s own corps, named after Kali Baksh,
had little difficulty in gaining possession of the
qguadrangle sur- rounding the Kot, the outlets of
which they secured, and then opening their fire,
they picked off, with little danger or loss to
themselves, all members of the assembly, armed
or unarmed, who were opposed to them. Those
who took refuge inside the Kot were shot or cut
down by the party who had rallied round Jang in
person; those who came out into the quadrangle
were at once slaughtered by the men of his
regiment, who were in possession of it on every
side. The massacre was quickly over, as resistance
was feeble and unavailing. While it lasted, the
Queen stood at the open window of the uppermost
story, urging on the soldiers, and calling out to
them, “Kill and destroy my enemies.” The bodies
of the slain were heaped up together, without
reference to rank, and nearly filled the small
qguadrangle surrounding the Kot.

 ISKENECHESIEROMINIRATR

Before the slaughter was well over, the
Queen conferred the office of Premier and
Commander-in-Chief upon General Jang Bahadur;
and he presented to her his nazar of
acknowledgment. The Queen remained in the
upper story of the Kot, a calm and unmoved
witness of the horrors that were perpetrated
below, till daybreak, when Jang conducted her to
the Hanuman Dhoka Palace, and then he
proceeded to present his nazar, and pay his
respects as Premier, to the King and the prince.
The King angrily demanded of him, “By whose order
have so many chiefs and officers of the State been
slaughtered?” Jang replied, “Everything has been
done by the orders of the Queen, to whom your
Majesty yourself made over sovereign power.”

The King hastily repaired to the Rani for
an ex- planation of her conduct, but he found that
royal tigress, who, when inflamed by the passion
of revenge, had been an unmoved spectator of the
past night’s bloody massacre, now overcome by
the natural feelings of her sex, and absorbed in grief
at the loss of her lover. An angry altercation ensued,
in which the Queen assured him that the only way
to avoid further bloodshed would be to place the
elder of her own two sons upon the throne. No
satisfactory agreement being come to, the King,
fearful for his own life, left her and accompanied
by Sardar Bhowani Singh and Captain Karbir Khatri,
started towards Patan, with the intention of
proceeding to Benares.

As soon as the first outbreak of grief was
over, the Queen sent for Jang and for Kaji Birdhig
Bashniat, and ordered them to confiscate the
property of all the Sardars and officers who had
been killed or had fled, and to expel their families,
wives, and children from the country*; and also,
to put the Heir Apparent and his brother under
strict surveillance, and allow no one to approach
them.

* This order was executed to the letter. Each individual
was allowed to carry away one bundle only of his
personal property or clothing. A few days afterwards, by
Jang’s influence and mediation, the expelled families
of the fallen chiefs, mostly Chautras, the male branches
of which family were nearly exterminated in the fray,
were recalled; but they refused to return, and proceeded
on to the plains. All persons detected remaining
concealed in Nipal, after ten days, were threatened with

death. (To be continued) @
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