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CHAPTER XXV.

PLOT AGAINST GAGAN SINGH

The Rajah apparently kept now on good
terms both with the Queen and the Prince ; but the
amour of the former with Gagan Singh, not only as
affecting his personal honour, but as giving too much
power to the faction opposed to his own interests,
made him determine on destroying General Gagan
Singh.* He dissembled, however, so cleverly that the
Queen even never suspected him of feeling any
jealousy on the subject, nor of being in any way
implicated in the death of her lover. The King secretly
pointed out to his two sons the disgrace attaching
to the royal house from the intimacy notoriously
existing between the Queen and her favourite
Minister, adding that he was powerless against the
lady, but that the two princes had better avenge
the family honour, and adopt some measures to
have Gagan Singh destroyed. The younger prince
(Mabhila Sahib) being quite a lad, was allowed to go
about without restraint or suspicion, and had
become very intimate with Fateh Jang’s family. To
Fateh Jang he disclosed the scheme, and by his
assistance he managed to secure a man, named Lal
Jha, who undertook to shoot the General . **

Besides Fateh Jang, General Abhiman Singh
Rana, Kaji Dalbanjan Pandi, and Bir Kishor Pandi
were all privy to the scheme, as, of course, was the
King him- self, who had originated the whole. Jang
Bahadur, as being supposed to be inclined to the
Queen’s side, was kept in perfect ignorance of
everything connected with the plot.

On the night of the 14th of September
1846, at 10 p.m., General Gagan Singh, while
engaged in prayer in a chamber in his own house,
was killed by a shot fired at him through an open
window from an adjoining roof of the building. The
shot was fired by Lal Jha, who, in the confusion that
ensued, managed to escape from the city, and
proceeding direct to the plains, arrived safely at
Bettiah.
THE QUEEN'S PROCEEDINGS

The news of this murder was immediately
carried to the Queen, at her palace, Hanuman Dhoka,

* This account of the causes which led to Gagan
Singh’s death, and of the parties who brought it about,
was given to Colonel Thoresby, in 1847, in conversation,
by the Heir-Apparent after lie had ascended the throne. It
accounts for some apparent inconsistencies as to the origin
of the massacre at the Kot, and may be believed as true.

by the General’s son, Captain Wazir Singh. The
Queen at once set out on foot for the late General’s
house, attended by only four female servants. After
viewing the corpse of her lover, she vowed
vengeance on his murderers, promised him a
funeral at the public expense, and forbad his three
widows to perform satti. Then taking the sword of
state (to which, as a sort of Regent, she was entitled)
in her own hand, she proceeded to the Kot, or Court
of Assembly for Military Purposes, and ordered the
bugles to be sounded for the collection of the troops,
and messengers to be sent to summon an
immediate assembly of all the civil and military
functionaries of the State.

Meantime, Jang Bahadur, having heard of
what had passed, arrived at the Kot, in company of
his brothers, at the head of the three regiments
under his command. He stated that, as General
Gagan Singh and himself had been together the
Rani’s especial servants, and, as Gagan Singh was
now murdered, he felt that his own life was also in
danger from the same quarter ; and that as the
Queen’s own life and that of her sons were probably
in danger, he advised that an immediate and strict
examination into all the circumstances of the case
should be instituted, and that severe punishment
should be inflicted on all those who should be
proved to be guilty, At the same time he urged on
the Queen that, as the King- had already, in January
1843, invested her with full political authority in all
affairs of the State, she should now act entirely on
her own responsibility.

“While Jang was conversing with the
Queen, General Abhiman Singh Rana had gone to
the Palace and brought the King to the Kot, where,
meantime, all the sardars and officers of the State,
mostly unarmed, had assembled in pursuance of the
Queen’s orders — with the exception of Fateh Jang
Chautria and his relatives, who had not yet arrived.

* *Lal Jha was an intriguing mischievous Brahman — a
notorious scoundrel — who had frequently been confined,
but had always managed to escape for want of positive
evidence against him. After the murder of Gagan he escaped
to Bettiah, where he met Kaji Jagat Bam Pandi, of the
Kalapandar, an exile, who engaged him in a plot to return to
Nipal and kill Jang Bahadur. On the road to Nipal, through
the Terai, he and his accomplices were seized by the ‘awal’
fever, but managed to get on to Kathmandu, where Lal Jha
was arrested as a suspicious character. He sank under the *
awal,” and when near his death he publicly confessed that
he had killed Gagan Sing, and had come back to kill Jang
Bahadur, having been promised promotion and rewards by
Jagat Bam Pandi if he succeeded in doing so.

“Crealion of predecessors — Our art and culture”



29

Remarking their absence, the Queen sent Jang’s
brother Bam Baha- dur to summon them without
delay. At the same time, she ordered General
Abhiman Singh Rana to have Kaji Bir Kishor Pandi
put in irons, as she suspected him of being a party,
if not a principal, to the murder of the General. The
order was immediately executed, the Kaji strongly
asserting his own innocence. Enraged at his
continued denials of all knowledge of the crime, the
Queen ordered General Abhiman Rana to cut off his
head. The General referred to the King, who was
present, for his orders; but the King, knowing well
who was the real criminal, would not sanction such
an execution without the trial or confession of the
prisoner. The General, therefore, refused to obey the
Rani, as her orders were in defiance of those of the
King, and left the Queen’s presence.

JANG BAHADUR'S PROPOSAL

The Rani at once sent for Jang, and ordered
an immediate council to be held without waiting
for the return of Bam and the Chauntrias. The King,
however, only too glad of an excuse for postponing
the stormy discussion which he knew would arise,
and in which he was afraid it might transpire that
he himself was the author, and the Chauntrias the
abettors, of the late murder, said that no council
would be safe, nor investigation complete, without
Fateh Jang’s presence and prudence to guide it, and
rode off in company with Kaji Badrinar Singh (Jang’s
brother) to Fateh Jang’s house. After delaying some
time there, he sent off Fateh Jang to the Kot in
company with his son Kharak Bikram Sah and his
two brothers — Sirdar Bir Bahadur Sah and Captain
Ransher Sah — with some other members of the
family, as well as with Bam Bahadur and Badrinar
Singh.

The King himself then, afraid to be present
at the investigation ordered by the Rani, with his
usual cowardice, slunk away alone, and repaired to
the Jang bahadur’s proposal.

British Residency under the pretext of
wishing to inform the Resident, whom the event in
no way concerned, of the murder of Gagan Singh. It

being past midnight, an interview was not affected,
and the King returned towards the Kot. On reaching
its neighbourhood, the gutter in the street was
crimson from the blood flowing from the inside of
the Kot. So sudden had been the massacre. The
people about persuaded the King to retire, out of
harm’s way, into his Hanuman Dhoka Palace.

On the approach of Fateh Jang and his
party to the Kot, they were met by General Jang
Bahadur, who was now acting as agent for the
Queen. After relating to the Chauntrias all that had
occurred, and how Abhiman Rana had refused to
execute Bir Kishor Pandi although ordered to do
so by the Rani, whose authority was now supreme,
he proposed, as a means of appeasing the
infuriated Queen and so bringing matters into a
tranquil state, that both Abhiman Rana and the
Pandi should be summarily executed ; and he
offered, with Fateh Jang’s approval, to effect their
deaths at once. In which case, he added, Fateh Jang
should continue as Premier, while he, Jang, would
be Commander-in- Chief, and would act under
Fateh Jang’s orders.

It is evident, from this proposal, that
neither the Queen nor her spokesman, Jang, at that
time suspected the Chauntrias of being privy to
Gagan Singh’s death ; and also that at that time Jang
had no idea or anticipation of the massacre which
was about to ensue, which was not premeditated
by anyone, but arose suddenly and unexpectedly
out of an accidental collision between a few
individuals, at a time when the passions of all were
strongly excited by the tragic event which had just
occurred, and to investigate which they were then
assembled.

Fateh Jang, however, refused to be a party
to this plan, and proposed that the Pandi should be
fairly tried, and, if found guilty, punished; but he
thought that Abhiman Rana had only done his duty.
In making this proposal, Fateh Jang well knew that
no evidence could be brought against the Pandi ;
and he probably calculated that, during the trial,
time would be gained, during which he and the other
Ministers, who were privy to the murder, might
adopt measures of defence against the Queen and
her partisans. Had the King but had the courage to
have been present to support with his authority and
approval the reason- able proposal of his minister
and friend, there can be no doubt that the whole
affair would have been quietly settled, and the
subsequent bloodshed avoided. Throughout the
whole proceedings the King exhibited the greatest
weakness, cowardice, and irresolution; and on him,
not on Jang, ought the responsibility and blame of
the subsequent slaughter to be fixed.

(To be continued)3f»
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