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CHAPTER XXIII

PLOTS AGAINST BHIM SEN

In March 1838 Martabar Singh was sent into a
sort of honourable exile, being deputed on a secret or
confidential mission to Ranjit Singh, the nature of which
mission was never accurately known. In May he was ar-
rested by the British authorities as he was attempting to
dross the Satlaj at night. At the end of the year he was
released by the British and allowed to proceed on his
journey to Lahor. As, however, he was suspected of in-
triguing against us, he was surrendered to our authori-
ties by Ranjit Singh, who openly and indignantly dis-
avowed all negotiations with Nipal, and for some years
he lived within our territories, at Simla and elsewhere,
under our surveillance. Ragunath Pandit, finding him-
self unsupported by the King, resigned the Premiership,
which was conferred nominally on Pushkar Sah Chautria
(who had just returned from the embassy to Pekin), but
actually upon his colleague, llanjang Pandi, in whom all
real authority was vested.

The Pandis* were now in the full possession of
power; they had gained over the King to their side by
flattering his weaknesses. The Maharani had ever been
a firm supporter of their party; and they endeavoured to
secure popularity in the army by promises of war and
plunder. Their accession to power — after a thirty years’
banishment to their hill estates, or exile at Benares —
occurred just at the time when British power in the plains
wag in a most disturbed state. It appeared not unlikely
that the British were over-matched in their contests in
China and Afghanistan, and the Darbar naturally felt in-
clined to take advantage of our supposed difficulties in
order to advance their own interests.

Secret communications were accordingly kept
up with various parts of India, especially with the Courts
of Ava, Pekin, and Lahor. At the same time the Darbar
appeared to be preparing for hostilities; and now that
the Pandis were in the full possession of power, they
greatly strengthened all the frontier posts with supplies
of soldiers, guns, and ammunition. Although these ap-
parently hostile preparations had probably no definite

(* Runjung Pandi.
Karbir Pandi.
Kulraj Pandi.
Jagat Bum Pandi.
Dal Bahadur Pandi.
The Raj Guru.
Kul Chand Sahi.
Amir Sahi.
These were the leading members of the Pandi party.
Raj Guru, who was of course a Brahman, was named
Misr (at least that was the name of the division or class of
Brahmans to which he belonged), and he was therefore com-
monly called Misr Guru.)

object, beyond that of placing the Nipalese on good van-
tage ground in case of any misfortune or important re-
verse befalling the British power in the plains, yet the
British Government deemed it prudent to form a corps
of observation on the frontier, as well to show the
Nipalese that we were always prepared and had spare
troops at our disposal, as to protect our subjects on the
border in case of any actual aggression. A corps of obser-
vation was accordingly ordered in 1838 to assemble, un-
der Colonel Oglander, to watch the Nipal frontier. This
decisive measure at once brought the Darbar to a sense
of their real position, and for a short time they assumed
a more courteous and friendly bearing towards us.

PLOTS AGAINST BHIM SEN

At the beginning of 1839 Ranjang Pandi was
made sole Minister, to the§ great disgust of the Chautrias
and other influential chiefs, as well as of the people gen-
erally, by whom he was detested. The persecutions of
the Thappas were again revived, and the charge of poi-
soning the young prince in 1837 was brought forward
against Bhim Sen. This veteran statesman, who was the
only remaining obstacle in the path of the Pandis, would
have been at once cut off; but the Rajah and the Pan dis
were afraid that, in that case, Martabar Singh would
openly go over to the English, in whose power lie was.
Ranjang accordingly tried to lure back Martabar Singh by
specious promises, in order that, once having him in his
power, both uncle and nephew might be destroyed to-
gether. Foiled in this scheme by Martabar’s sagacity, who
detected the plot against him, Ranjang had the charge of
poisoning the young prince openly revived against Bhim
Sen, and forged papers and evidence were produced pro-
fessing to criminate him. The old man defended him-
self, in open Darbar, with great spirit, asking why, if this
evidence were really true, it had not been produced in
1837; and denouncing the papers as forgeries, he de-
manded to be confronted with his accusers. His appeal
was of no use; he was surrounded by enemies. The few
chiefs who were in his favour, or convinced of his inno-
cence, sat by in silence and in fear. The Rajah denounced
him as a traitor, and sent him back in chains to prison.
Threats of every indignity to himself and the female
members of his house were constantly made to him, with
a view to induce him to commit suicide. The Court physi-
cian, who had attended the child (a Brahman, and whose
life was therefore sacred), was burnt on the forehead
and cheeks till his brain and jaws were exposed. The
under-physician, a Niwar, was impaled alive, and his
heart extracted while he was yet living. Still no evidence
against Bhim Sen or any of the accused could be extorted
even by these horrible atrocities, which were perpe-
trated not only by the order, but in the presence of the

Rajah.  (To be continued)»
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“Creation of predecessors — Our art and culture”
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