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CHAPTER XXIi

THE GORKHAS IN N1PAL

Previous to their invasion of Nipal,
very little is known of the Gorkhas as a nation,
or of the dynasty which ruled over them. Their
royal family claims to be lineally descended
from the Rajput princes of Udaipur. It is stated
that on the Mohammadan invasion of
Rajputana in the twelfth century, when several
branches of the reigning family of that country,
pre- ferring exile to slavery, dispersed
themselves over Hindustan, one branch, from
which the present dynasty of Nipal is
descended, migrated towards the Hima- layas,
and settled themselves and their followers in
the lower range of hills, constituting the
country of Palpa. From Palpa they advanced
into the adjacent hills, and ultimately gained
possession of the kingdom of Gorkha, over the
whole of which country they firmly established
their authority, and from its capital city they
derived their national name of Gorkhali. Not
contented with the original limits of the hill
state of Gorkha, they gradually encroached
upon the lands of the neighbouring Rajahs,
until, in the course of some generations, they
had rendered subject to their sway the greater
part of the country watered by the seven
mountain streams which unite, near the plains,
to form the river Gandak. This region is known,
in their own language as the “ Sapt Gandaki,”
or country of the seven Gandaks. The most
eastern of these seven rivers is the Trisulganga,
and it formed the boundary between the
kingdoms of Gorkha and Nipal. For some six
generations the Gorkhas appear to have
occupied themselves chiefly in consolidating
their power and arranging the internal
government of their newly acquired territories.
When, however, Prithi Na- rayan, son and
successor of, Ner Bhopal Sail, ascended the
throne, the national feeling was again directed
towards foreign conquest. This ambitious
prince invaded, subdued, and annexed to the
Gorkha crown the whole of the dominions of
the three kings of Nipal. The two countries of
Gorkha and Nipal were united into one
kingdom, under one name, and ruled over by

one prince; and from that date (1769) to the
present time no attempt has ever been made
by the Niwars, or any other party, to dispute
the authority, or to disturb the uninterrupted
succes- sion, of the Gorkhali dynasty to the
throne of Nipal.

Having established his power in Nipal,
Prithi Narayan crossed the Dudh Kosi river, the
eastern boundary of bis new dominions, over-
ran with his army the countries of the Kirantis
and of the Lim- bus, annexed them to his own,
and extended the frontier of Nipal to the Michi
river, which separated it from Sikkim.

Prithi Narayan did not long enjoy his
newly acquired honours. This active and
energetic prince died in 1771, leaving two sons,
the elder of whom, Singh Par tab, ascended
the throne on his father’s death. Soon
becoming jealous of his younger brother, Baha-
dur Sah, he imprisoned him, and it was not
without considerable difficulty that Gujraj Misr
(the Royal Guru) obtained his release on
condition of his going into exile. Singh Partab
added to the conquests of his father some
districts lying to the south-west of Nipal
(Tanahung, Someshwar, Tlpadrong,» and
others). He died in 1775, leaving one legitimate
son Ran Bahadur Sah, who succeeded to the
throne, being at the time an infant in arms. He
left also an illegitimate son, by a Niwar woman,
named Sher Bahadur. On Singh Partab’s death,
his brother Sah Bahadur ‘returned at once to
Kathmandu from his exile at Bettiah, placed
his infant nephew on the throne, and himself
assumed the government of the country as
Regent. Constant quarrels, however, took place
between him and the child’s mother. He was
after a time imprisoned, and then driven into
exile for the second time. The infant king’s
mother, Rani Rajendra Lakshmi, a woman of
remarkable energy and talent, then assumed
the reins of government. During her regency
she introduced many improve- ments into the
army, and subdued and annexed several petty
states, among them Palpa and Kashki, all lying

to the westward of Gorkha.
(To be continued)
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