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gferher! T IG

T THEE SR AT SR B ST Wi WOt
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g7 | FEHRILUT AT
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faa 9NE | TR AEE AEAET ITET T
FHhaH! ATCFAAT TferuTa g frown faem soa
% |

w fargee foax &R S@EW o s
fammn wife & | smw JEmeRT T T Tt fammen
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Ry A et aeddr 6| o duEl T F@w
TETART AALATE JTA WD | T TUTHT
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aruf FqeE e ga ferm | wufa afgd Ss
A T TIFH &0 | W9 ¥, o a¥ e I g
:Kooﬂéﬂﬁﬁaﬂ?ﬂ,aﬁ%oooaﬁ%mﬂ
I’ g D | TJEEE TAF 33 qWUMG g qE
FaaE faaaaa Wy W afuwwE qoEn
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wT T |

ST ATEAT A -TTIATEE AT-IATF TR
A aeg afgam g afgd A fwfawwr qan
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After some months, Prithi Narayan,
collecting all his forces, sent them for the third
time to besiege Kirtipur. The inhabitants
defended themselves with their usual bravery
for six or seven months; at the end of which
time the three kings of Nipal assembled with
their forces at Kathmandu, and determined to
march a body of troops to the relief of Kirtipur.
At this critical time a noble of Patan, a personal
enemy of Gainprejas, went over to the Gorkhas,
and treacherously led their army into the lower
part of the town. The gallant inhabitants might,
and would, still have defended them- selves,
having many fortresses and strongholds in the
upper part of the town to which they could
retreat if necessary. But the wily Gorkha
proclaimed a general amnesty, and the
inhabitants, greatly exhausted by the length
of the siege, surrendered themselves
prisoners upon the faith of it. The Gorkhas
immediately seized all the gates and fortresses
within the town; and two days afterwards, by
order of Prithi Narayan, some of the principal
inhabitants were put to death, and the noses
and lips of everyone, even of the infants who
were not actually found in the arms of their
mothers, were cut off; none escaping except
the few who could play on wind instruments,
and who might be of use, therefore, as
musicians in the army of the conqueror.
Gainprejas himself, with a few followers,
escaped to Patan. The name of the town was
ordered to be changed into Nakatapur, or the
City of Cut Noses.

Immediately after these brutal orders
had been most fully executed, Prithi Narayan
marched his army against Patan, and laid siege
to the town on its western side. After several
engagements, in which much blood was shed
on both sides, the courage of the townsmen
began to fail, the Gorkhas having threatened
that, unless they surrendered within five days,
they should not only have their noses cut off,
but also their right hands, — a barbarity which,
no doubt, would have been practised without
compunction.

Just as the men of Patan were on the
point of sur- rendering, the siege was one night
suddenly raised, and the Gorkha army led off
towards the plains, in consequence of Prithi
Narayan having become aware of the
unexpected appearance in the Terai of a body
of British troops, under Captain Kinloch, who
were marching to the assistance of the King of
Nipal.

It appears that in the beginning of 1767,
during the third and last siege of Kirtipur, the
Niwar Rajah had appealed to the British for aid
against the King of Gorkha. Anxious to maintain
the advantageous trade, by which gold and
many other valuable commodities were
imported from Tibet and Nipal into Bengal, the
British Government despatched Captain
Kinloch, with a small force, to the assistance of
the Niwar Rajah. Although we do not know the
amount or value of this trade with Nipal and
Tibet, it must have been considerable to have
warranted a direct interference on our part, to
the extent of arms, for its protection.

Captain Kinloch reached the foot of the
Nipal hills in the middle of the rains of 1767,
after suffering much from sickness and want
of provisions, he was obliged to return from
before the fort of Hariharpur, in the district of
Makwanpur, beyond which point he was
unable to penetrate. Though the result of this
expedition was most unfortunate, as far as the
prestige of the British name at the time was
concerned, yet it had the good effect of creating
a successful diversion, which drew off the
Gorkha army from before Patan, and so
postponed the fall of that city for nearly a year.

Finding that Kinloch’s force had
retreated, the Gorkha army returned to Nipal,
and ascertaining that Gainprejas, who had
applied to the British for aid, had left Patan
and was in Kathmandu, they at once proceeded
to the latter city and laid siege to it. By means
of the intriguing Brahmans, the Gorkhas
succeeded in cajoling Gainprejas and his
followers by false promises and assertions, and
one night in September 1768, during the
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celebration of the Niwar festival of “Indra
Jatra,” they introduced secretly a large body
of troops into the city. Gainprejas, with three
hundred of his best troops, with difficulty
escaped to Patan on the same night. Having
thus gained possession of Kathmandu, Prithi
Narayan again laid siege to Patan. Knowing
that he had no chance of reducing the city by
fair means, he again had re- course to the
agency of the Brahmans. The King of Patan
(Tez Ner Sing) and Gainprejas did all in their
power to keep up the courage of their troops,
and of the townsmen; but finding that their
nobles and followers, fearful of Prithi
Narayan’s vengeance and cajoled by the false
promises of the Brahmans, were inclined to
surrender, the two gallant princes retired to
Bhatgaon; and Patan, without a struggle, was
surrendered to the Gorkhas. A general
plunder of the city followed, the nobles were
all massacred, and every kind of brutality
practised on the wretched inhabitants.
Amidst these scenes of cruelty it is
gratifying to be able to record that, through
the interest of one of the sons of Prithi
Narayan, Father Guiseppe and the Catholic
mission were allowed to retire with all the
Christians into the possessions of the English.
They settled at Puri, about six miles from
Bettia, and at that village the little colony of
Roman Catholic Christians has remained until
the present day. At the commencement of
1769 Prithi Narayan acquired possession of the
city of Bhatgaon, by means of the same
treachery and intrigue which had previously
gained for him Kathmandu and Patan.
Gainprejas, with a few followers, in a gallant
attempt to escape, was wounded in the foot,
and died a few days afterwards. Ran jit Mal,
being very old and infirm, was treated with
kindness and respect and obtained permission
to retire to Benares, where he soon
afterwards died. Tez Ner Sing, the King of
Patan, appears to have rendered himself in
some way personally obnoxious to Prithi
Narayan; he was certainly confined in irons
until his death, if he was not actually put to
death by order of the conqueror. The mother
of Gainprejas, who was blind from old age,
was allowed to retire to Benares; but before
she started she was deprived of nil her jewels.

Jai Prakash, Rajah of Kathmandu, was
imprisoned after the fall of his capital; and he
did not long survive the loss of his liberty and
of his throne.

The fall of the three capitals,
Kathmandu, Patan, and Bhatgaon, was at once
followed by the submission to the conqueror
of the whole country of Nipal. Prithi Narayan
was a cowardly, cunning, and in- human prince
and on gaining the throne of Nipal he
perpetrated the greatest atrocities, and
massacred almost every person of distinction
connected with the late Niwar dynasty. On
the conquest of the valley, he dropped the
title, though he retained the crown of
Grorkha, and he assumed, and his descendants
have ever since borne, the simple title of King
of Nipal. The conquest of the valley, from the
first siege of Kirtipur in 1765, till the fall of
Bhatgaon in the commencement of 1769,
occupied four years. We are quite ignorant of
the details connected with the several sieges
and engagements, nor are we in any single
case informed of the numbers of troops
engaged, either on the Niwar or the Gorkha
side. No one can deny to the Niwars,
especially to the men of Kirtipur, the credit of
having displayed the most heroic bravery in
defence of their capital; while the Gorkhas
have earned eternal disgrace by the savage
barbarity with which they signalized all their
triumphs. It is said that the Gorkha army which
accompanied Prithi Narayan to Nipal, was
very weak in numbers, that the men were ill-
accoutred, ill-armed, and undisciplined, and
that their chief had not the means either of
recruiting their numbers or rendering them
more efficient. This is assigned as a reason by
the Gorkhas for the length of time it took them
to reduce the valley to submission. It may very
probably be true that their army was, in every
way, in a most inefficient state, but this fact
does not detract from the gallant patriotic
spirit shown by the Niwars, under the high-
spirited and heroic Gainprejas, but only makes
it still more evident that, had it not been for
the unfortunate failure of Kinloch’s
expedition, the timely assistance of the
British would have maintained the Niwar
dynasty on the throne of Nipal.

(To be continued)
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