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&R T AHT FHIEHAT FEANT ATMH ACHITATE
TAd T4 AWHT B | FEaamht ¥ eI qgeng
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THE IcATE T T SeaTEA AT AT faanfea
& wro W deiE e s Y oo ad
IAAAE AL AT AWEFA AWTHRT g il
IR I grgTeHE  Hifrsatg &Y |
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ISl Twf T awR o e e atenet £ |
w6 afy gt T smen sWe T A
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YT g S A1 W AFS a9 grl Sam F awn
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& (@f, 9209) |
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CHAPTER XXI.

EARLY HISTORY OF NIPAL

The kingdom of Nipal, until towards
the close of the eighteenth century, was of
very limited extent. It consisted of three small
principalities, whose united jurisdiction
extended over the Valley of Nipal Proper, as
well as over the adjacent lands, as far
eastward as the Dudh Kosi River (beyond
which was the independent country of the
Kirantis) and westward to the Trisalganga
River which formed the boundary between
the territories of Nipal and those of the
Gorkhas. The Gosain Than mountain shut them
in towards the north,* While the Medina Mall
forest (south of Chitlang) formed their
southern boundary and separated them from
the hill country of the Rajah of Makwanpur.
This secluded region was inhabited by a race
of Hindus called Niwars. They were a quiet,
industrious, and unwarlike people; but, when
circumstances required, they proved
themselves, on various occasions, not to be
wanting in courage or determination.

The dynasty which ruled over this
country was one of great antiquity, having
occupied the throne of Nipal, without
interruption, since the commencement of the
fourteenth century.

The traditions of the Niwars represent
that the first dynasty established in the
country was that of Naimani, which lasted for
four hundred and ninety-one years, at the end
of which time Bhal Singh, a Rajput, of the

(* The northern boundary, in the time of the Niwar
dynasty, extended up to the passes of Kerang and
Kuti. On the Chinese invasion in 1792, the Chinese
took from the Gorkhas a consider- able tract of land
to the south side of those passes, and these districts,
inhabited by Tibetans, have continued subject to
China up to the present day. The Nipalese boundary,
therefore, at pre- sent does not extend to the snow,
but stops short of it (a little on the north side of Mount
Dhaibung).

posterity of Mehip Gopal, at the head of an
army, invaded and subdued Nipal. He and his
sons reigned for one hundred and eleven
years. The Mehip Gopal dynasty was put an
end to by Yellang Kirant, who conquered the
country at the head of an army of Kirantis.

The Kirant dynasty continued, under
twenty-seven kings, for about eight hundred
years, when they were in their turn
dispossessed of the kingdom of Nipal by
Nevesit, a Chattri of the Suraj Bansi race, and
whose family name was Barmabh. In the reign
of the thirty- third king of this race, one of the
descendants of the original Naimani or Gapti
family conquered Nipal, and established a
dynasty winch lasted for one hundred and
seventy-five years, when the country was
again invaded and subdued by one of the
Chattri of the posterity of Nevesit, who
expelled the Gaptis, and re-established the
Chattri dynasty of the Bramhans, which lasted,
under forty-five kings, for upwards of two
thousand years.

The last but three of these kings left
three sons, who reigned successively after
their father, but they all died without leaving
any male issue. One of them, however, left a
daughter named Satti Naik Devi, who was
crowned Queen of Nipal. She married Haris
Chandar Deo, Rajah of Benares, by whom she
had an only child, a daughter, named Raj
Lachmi, who succeeded to the throne on the
death of her mother. She was deposed by a
kinsman, named Jai Dab, who had only
reigned a few days when Hari Singh Deo, or
Hari Singha Deva, Rajah of Simraun Garh,
capital of Mithila, or North Bihar, or Tirhut,
and of the posterity of the Suraj-Bansi princes
of Oudh, having been driven from his kingdom
by the Mussulmans of Delhi, and his capital
destroyed, took refuge in Nipal, conquered
it, and put an end to the dynasty of the
Barmahs. This occurred ad. 1322.

Hari Sing Deo had no difficulty in
conquering Nipal, and the crown continued
in his family until the extinction of the Niwar
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dynasty of Simraun Chattris through the final E o lor lo lom [or Lo o [ o [or [ oo
conquest of Nipal by Prithi Narayan in 1769.
Hari Singh Doe’s ancestors are E (s [or | |o 2|5 [ ] |o
believed to have acquired, some generations
back, and to have maintained a footing in E OO |m |70 |> |0 (O fm]0
Nipal, by the possession of some territory. .
This would account for the facility with which, P lo-lelolorlolo]o o]0
when he and his followers had been L
compelled to abandon the Terai and his F lolelo=lololololole]o
capital, Simraun, he speedily reduced the E il
whole of Nipal to subjection to his authority. o ”EE clelolorlolalololo o
The seventh successor of Hari Singh % -
Deo was Jai Ekshah Mal, who died about ad. o E oo lololo el |o|o
1568. He much enlarged the city of Bhatgaon, F
in which was his principal seat of residence.* :
At his death he left three sons and one E% e e e e
daughter, among whom he dis- tributed his
dominions as follows: 13 E a o fer|a]o [o-|O |0 |O |0
To Rai Mai, the eldest, he gave the
principality of Bhatgaon **; which at this E o [ o= ]0 o= [m [0 |o |- |O
period was bounded on the west by the
Baghmatti, on the east by the Kosi river, on CEE i[9 o [ |0 |2 ][0 |w|o
the north by Kuti, and on the south by the
forest of Medina Mail EE[Q |2 o ]2 o |0 |> |0
(To be continued)
o gy |07 o
(* Jai Ekshah Mai completely subdued the rival Rajahs E Eﬁ =17 [0 |
of Patan and Kathmaudu, and annexed their
territories to his own. E SNEE o [ e o > |0
From this date the three principalities,
though they remained distinct, and were ruled over E, e |2 e o | |y lor o o
by separate kings, yet continued all to be governed L Call Bl O o
by princes of the same family, the Simraun Chat- tris.
None of the Niwar kings, therefore, could from this E slo ||l l® o] vle]o
date have been Buddhists, though tliey undoubtedly T o o
were very tolerant to their Buddhist subjects, and very E o [z e[~ o [o ] [0
liberal in their support of Buddhist temples and i R L R o o
institutions.) (Eo oo | [l |u]o [u]o
(** The territories of the King of Bhatgaon extended ol el el B Gl el B o
chiefly towa.rds'the east, where the Dudh-Kosi [ oo | [0 o [w]o
separated his kingdom from the country of the E RN P Py Feal PONY BSHN 08 Lol Kregl I
Kirantis. Within the valley his possessions were the
smallest; but beyond the valley they were the most o o |m >>: Ololis|x]|o |o
extensive of any of the three kings. E E ol PSRN RS ISR Pl ol 2 g PO B
The successors of Raj Mal on the throne of il
Bhatgaon were: E "
Bhu Bhin Mal; Besson Mal, who took ) E .
Banepa from the house of Ran Mal; Triloke Mal, from E E E . Eq @ E E E E f=
whom the house of Rattan or Ratni Mal of Kathmandu ’ . | &
took Banepa, Changhu Narayan, Sanku, and Kuti; E ‘Eq L E E E ‘E* E E E
> 2 (| |&

Ranjit Mal.)
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